10

|

THE WITNESS

FEBRUARY 25, 2014

BOOKS & ENTERTAINMENT

www.witness.co.za

Family in
sharp focus
Lauren Liebenberg’s new novel, Cry Baby, was reviewed in
The Witness yesterday. Books Editor MARGARET
VON KLEMPERER talks to the author
Cry Baby is a sharp critique of
suburban life in South Africa —
the pettiness at the school gate,
the desperate hedonism. You live
in the suburbs of Johannesburg.
Is the life really so bad?
Ag, I’m a big fraud. I’m secretly senti
mental about the pumpkinorange strip
malls, the restaurants that sport views of
the jumping castle and the basalt gulag
of the car park, frequented by middle
aged accountants in Spandex, discussing
their goals for this year’s SanitoVoetsek

and how they’re totally amped to break
37 hours this year, or women debating
the contenders for the office of Class
Mom this year — although it’s hard to
eavesdrop sometimes over the growl of
the frontend loaders prowling the con
struction sites, the highpitched whine
of anglegrinders and pneumatic drills,
the howling of weedwackers and leaf
blowers, the incessant bleating of
iPhones and BlackBerries, the remorse
less bellyaching of the William Nicol
highway.

So, where would be your ideal
place to live?
I’ve thought about it and have so far
weighed and then rejected the lavender
farm in Franschhoek; the small dive spot
near the reef in Guinjata Bay, just north
of Inhambane; and the ol’ game farm, of
course. I’ve got a friend who’s knocked
up a serious spreadsheet for his tiger fish
ing lodge on the upper Zambezi.
He endlessly plugs in revised values for
all the key variables — inflation, ex
change rate, antipoaching unit levies. I

SUDOKU

Lauren Liebenberg.
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briefly considered stealing it for my lodge
on Lake Malawi, where I’d throw full
moon parties to boost revenue. Then I
grew up.
Now I’m going to grow me a pair of
DDs and head for Vegas.
Grace has made the choice to be
a stayathome mother. Is this au
tobiographical? And is there a

moral high ground in the debate
between working mothers and
those who choose to stay at
home?
Please. In the mummy wars, the defen
siveness is all on the part of the working
mother. When the working mother says,
“Honestly, I so admire you. I could never
do it myself. I practically ran back to
work” — the fulltime, stayathome

Cry Baby is also a look at the se
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For online tips go to sudoku.com
No. 2634
This is the world’s most addictive numbers game.
The aim is to fill the grid so that every column,every
row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9.
You need to reason out where to place the missing
numbers by using the numbers given in the grid and
a process of elimination. This is a game of logic not
mathematical ability.

Words

Using the letter A somewhere in every word, can you make
at least 54 words of four letters or more out of these
letters? At least one word will have all the letters. No
proper names.
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Yesterday’s answers: abaca, bacon, balata, banal, bant,
baton, bloat, bloc, blot, boat, bolt, cabal, cabala, cabana,
CANALBOAT, cobalt, tabla, tacloban.

WEST
 Q 10 7 6
Q94
 AQ8
 A K 10

EAST
 KJ953
 10 8 6 3
 K 10 6 3
–

SOUTH
 A842
 K2
4
 QJ9865
The bidding:
West North
1 NT
Pass
3
4

East
2
4

South
3
5

Dble
Opening lead – six of spades.

Point count is a marvellous guide to the number of
tricks you can take, but it is not a perfect yardstick.
Freak distribution can seriously affect the accuracy of
high-card point count particularly in the case of suit
contracts.

Cartoons

Consider this deal where South got to five clubs
doubled. West had 17 points and probably though
he’d tear the contract to pieces, especially with East
having bid twice. But things didn’t quite turn out the
way he had expected.
West led a spade. Declarer won with the ace, played
the king and another heart, finessing the jack, and
discarded a diamond on the ace of hearts.
These four plays established a perfect crossruff
position, and South proceeded to take full advantage.
He ruffed a diamond, a spade, a diamond a spade and
then a third diamond and a third spade.
Ten tricks had now been played, and declarer
had taken them all. West was down to the A-K-10 of
trumps, and South the Q-J-9. When declarer next led
a club to his queen, West could score only two trump
tricks, so South wound up making five clubs doubled
despite East-West’s 24 high-card points!
Observe that the outcome would have been
altogether different had West elected to start off with
the A-K-10 of clubs. In that event, South would have
gone down two.
It should be said parenthetically that there are very
good reasons for West to begin with three rounds
of trumps. North-South were obviously bidding on
distribution rather than high cards, and West should
have taken steps to short-circuit any impending
crossruff. Although this was likely to cost West a
trump trick, it was highly probable that the trick
would come back with interest.
Amber Valley Bridge Club
Maroon Section: 1. Ruth Barbour and Mike O’ Connor;
2. Pam de Waal and Stan Pretorius; 3. Colleen Challis
and Bets Richardson.
Red Section: Avril Bennewith and Betty Lechmere;
2. Denise Nortje and Colin McGillivray; 3. Mary Webb
and Geoff Richardson.

1. The Lockhorns
2. Dennis
The Menace
3. Garfield
4. Zits
5. Madam & Eve

1.

2.

crecy within families: Grace’s
mother kept her secret, Grace and
Michael both keep theirs. Why did
you make this a theme?
Well, Cry Baby is also a portrait of a mar
riage, and let’s be honest, it’s the fairy
godmother of happily ever afters that
shields us all from our beloved’s
thoughts. No marriage would survive.
As for Grace’s mother’s secret, while
it chimes with my themes of women and
how we bind families, how we bind our
selves too, and how the past shadows us
in ways that are invisible to us when we’re
young, ultimately her secret lies behind
the mystery of the lost child that haunts
Sam’s dreams: I have to hold back some
thing to keep ’em turning the next page,
I hope.
It’s an atmospheric read. The
ghost child gives parts of the
book a supernatural chill. Where
did that idea come from?
No idea. I’m one of those foolish writers
who start writing without a plot or even
a cast of characters. It leads down some
deadly blind alleys.
I had this kernel of charming, but hot
blooded little Sam and his recurring
nightmares, his spinning out of control,
and his mother’s desire to help him, forc
ing her to strip away her protective layers
of selfdeceit, but the rest just came,
mostly while in the shower. I had to leap
out and scrawl things down on a notepad,
dripping all over my desk.

IT’S IN YOUR STARS

BRIDGE NOTES
Yesterday’s solution:

A

mom usually obligingly apologises for
herself with a shrug and a rueful smile,
and rarely bothers with gratuitous jabs
like, “Honestly, I don’t know how you
manage it. What is the aftercare facility
like at the school?” Or, “Did Sammy en
joy holiday camp?”
Behind their backs, of course, whenev
er they’re feeling a bit resentful of their
martyrdom, they might indulge in a spot
of “God, just listen to the screaming next
door. They’re left with the maid all after
noon — mother works, of course. Tsk,
shame”.
Everyone pities the victims of absen
tee parenting — children need parents.
Just not Daddy, apparently. It’s women
who are solely responsible for children.
Makes total sense for us to sit around
judging one another for our “choices”
— career with rentamommy at home,
or shred your honorary pass to the men’s
club (if you had one at all), and selfrele
gate to the “mummytrack” (code for
badly paid, deadend, parttime job,
while shouldering a nearfulltime work
load and domestic overload) or quit —
exiling yourself to 1950, which is what
suburbia approximates, a complete de
pendent on your husband, for whom you
now also provide free lifesupport, your
own life barely soupedup from grand
ma’s, because nothing is more important
than your children. And yes, it’s autobio
graphical.

4.

ARIES
(March 21-April 19):
Faith in friends fulfils your fantasies.
When you expect the best from
others, they often do their best to
live up to your expectations. Set a
sterling example that will encourage
others to develop their potential to
the highest levels.

TAURUS
(April 20-May 20):
It’s only human to sometimes
act helpless to gain sympathy
or evade a commitment. Be
careful about giving false
impressions. Don’t deliberately
muddy the waters and create a
tricky and sticky situation.

GEMINI
(May 21-June 20):
Concentrate on core values. Your
true self doesn’t change just
because circumstances alter
or the playing field changes.
Loved ones might be a bit more
supportive and generous than
usual over the next several days.

CANCER
(June 21-July 22):
Strive for success. Employ the safest
standard methods but don’t be
afraid to test new and innovative
methods that might streamline your
work or augment your income. Keep
your eyes open for useful ways to
increase your cash flow.

LEO
(July 23-Aug. 22):
Competition and physical exercise
sharpen your edge.Get the exercise
videos out of the drawer or head
off on a brisk walk with friends.
Although it’s not a good time to
start new projects, you can spend
time with a congenial companion.

VIRGO
(Aug. 23-Sept. 22):
True beauty is timeless. This is a
good time to latch onto something
that will please the eye and inspire
you for a long time. Just be sure
you’re not buying into a scam;
check out the source with extreme
discrimination.

LIBRA
(Sept. 23-Oct. 22):
Most people like to deal with
successful people; look like a
million dollars if you want to
deal with millionaires. If you look
the part and act the part people
will be more likely to believe you
share their same values.

SCORPIO
(Oct. 23-Nov. 21):
A work situation might bring out
your playfulness or make you
more aware of people who are not
just coworkers but also fabulous
human beings. There may be an
opportunity to get expert advice
regarding a financial matter.

SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 22-Dec. 21):
The busiest beaver builds the
best dam. While it may not be
the best time for finalizing deals
or signing contracts, you can put
your work ethic and business
acumen to good use. Don’t be
afraid to think outside the box.

CAPRICORN
(Dec. 22-Jan. 19):
Carve a niche in your favourite
cave. You may feel temporarily
isolated or insulated from the
world at large.It’s a good idea to
manage your time aggressively
and take a breather from the
rat race of business success.

AQUARIUS
(Jan. 20-Feb. 18):
Love and money go together
like a hot dog and bun. You
may find that your piggy
bank is fatter when the most
important relationships in your
life are going well.A relationship
problem can be resolved easily.

PISCES
(Feb. 19-March 20):
A mistake that turns the tables in
your favour may bring out the best
or the worst in you. You might be
torn between doing the right thing
and doing what’s most expedient.
If you avoid acting impulsively,
things will turn out well.
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Cryptic Solution 14402
Across: 1 Backs up, 4 Docks, 7 Roll, 8
Lonesome, 10 Demolition, 12 Sits in, 13
Result, 15 Conclusion, 18 Side drum, 19
Abut, 20 Riser, 21 Egghead.

Cryptic Crossword 14403

Across
1 Agents get sealed orders (9)
8 Kidd perhaps lost his head in a rage (5)
9 Where Napoleon first saw the light (7)
10 Arms displayed in a hostile way? (6)
11 Situation a girl wanted (6)
12 Weighty stuff (8)
15 The rogue by mid-March is working in jail (8)
18 Anyone in it is out (6)
20 Let gin produce a thrill (6)
21 An opening act or passage (7)
22 Arrest follows from a quarrel (3,2)
23 Draining liquid food served with fish (9)
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MEDIA COUNCIL: Any dispute unresolved with
the newspaper relating to editorial matter may
be sent to: The Registrar, South African Media
Council, PO Box 5222, Cape Town 8000

Down: 1 Bared, 2 Calamity, 3 Pronto, 4
Drew one out, 5 Chow, 6 Sherbet, 9 All in
order, 11 Dutiable, 12 Scissor, 14 Accuse, 16
Noted, 17 Adds.

Down
2 Take sweetheart and run (5)
3 Simulated tears shed by Zulu leader (6)
4 Properly adjusted car lights give good
illumination (3,5)
5 One of two standard Soviet tools (6)
6 Stop a girl working in a pub? (7)
7 Comic opera on the way in air transport (9)
11 They reduce the risk of accidents on flight
(9)
13 The odds are that it’s almost lunchtime
(3,2,3)
14 A hole that needs no peg in (7)
16 Nothing doing? (6)
17 A gunsmith will add it to his stock (6)
19 Yet such mail does not consist of such
letters (5)

10-Minute Crossword 14403
Across
1 Made as final resort (4-5)
8 Warning of danger (5)
9 Dissolution of marriage (7)
10 Worldwide (6)
11 Optical illusion (6)
12 Some person or thing detested (8)
15 Short-lived things (8)
18 Meal (6)
20 Unpretentious (6)
21 Economical (7)
22 Ridiculous proceedings (5)
23 Aggressively defiant (9)
Down
2 Plea of having been elsewhere (5)
3 Proverbially hard worker (6)
4 Enlargement (8)
5 Small village (6)
6 Punter (7)
7 Suspect trickery (5,1,3)
11 Temporary expedient (9)
13 Lawless (8)
14 A wild fancy (7)
16 Croquet or polo hammer (6)
17 Arduous (6)
19 A lustrous silken fabric (5)
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ADVERTISING: Queries about the standards and principles of advertising may be sent to: The Secretary,
Advertising Standards Authority of South Africa, Box
10537, Johannesburg 2000. Fax 011 325 4976.
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10-Minute Solution 14402
Across: 1 Popular, 4 Orbit, 7 Nick, 8
Infernal, 10 Come up with, 12 Faulty, 13
Belong, 15 Out of order, 18 Exemplar, 19
Fell, 20 Later, 21 Novelty.

Down: 1 Panic, 2 Pick-me-up, 3 Renown,
4 Over the top, 5 Bent, 6 Telling, 9 Tubthumper, 11 Good deal, 12 For real, 14
Domain, 16 Rally, 17 Jest.

